EGO 4                                      [1939
Jan. 10 Everybody is talking about Harry Ainley's return
Tuesday, to the microphone as Jean Valjean in Les Mis&-
rabies. He was in admirable voice on Sunday, they
say. My sister May has often made me laugh at something
which happened at Leeds during the tour of Prince FastiL
Harry, who is fond of his joke, said to May, who was playing
the duenna: " One night, Miss Agate, in the scene in which
you warn my wife against me, I shall not come on when you
say, * And besides . . .' I shall wait in the wings and see how
you fill in!" Nothing happened until Friday. "And be-
sides ..." said May. No Harry. May tapped her forehead.
Harry stood grinning in the wings. cc I've got it! " said May.
" I've remembered what I was going to say. I have to warn
you that your husband is very fond of amateur theatricals.
And he's a very bad actor/" On bounded Prince Fazil,
and never again was May allowed to get as far as u And
besides . . ," !
Listened in on North Regional to Louis Kentner playing
Scriabin's F sharp minor piano concerto. A fine piece full of a
brilliant, lush emotionalism.
Jan. 11          Brother Edward again :
Wednesday.
From a Funeral Furnisher in North London;  "Our
Hearses are always on your Doorstep."
(UEcole des Morts, No. 2)
Jan. 12 As I sat watching the film of The Mikado at the
Thursday. Leicester Square Theatre to-night I could not
help wondering what the authors would have
made of it. I can imagine that the venture might have
obtained the consent of Sullivan with his generous mind and
large discourse, looking before and after in the matter of
millions who would not otherwise know his tunes. Gilbert,
no ! For Gilbert was the soul of punctiliousness, and the soul
of punctilio is meanness. Therefore had the pair been alive
to-day we may be sure that the opera would not have been
filmed.
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